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those of the Drymæca [rodericana] were white, without spots. 
I was shown an old nest, said to be that of the former; and I 
have no doubt it was so, as it was in every way the same as 
that of the common spécies here. 

Mauritius, November 1864. 


XV.—On the Nests and Eggs of some New Zealand Birds. 
By Epwarp P. Ramsay. 


I wave just received a batch of birds’ nests and eggs from my 
friend R. Huntley, Esq., of St. Mary’s, Wellington, New 
Zealand; and not having seen them described in any ornitho- 
logical publication, I have come to the conclusion that a few 
notes on the subject may prove acceptable to the readers of 
the ‘ Ibis.’ 

As my stay in Wellington was very short, I cannot describe 
many species from my own experience, and I must therefore 
have recourse to Mr. Huntley’s information, and take his 
authority for the identification of the birds. I may mention, 
however, that the native names, which he sends along with the 
scientific ones, perfectly agree with those given in Mr. G. R. 
Gray’s “List of the Birds of New Zealand,” contained in a 
former volume of the ‘ Ibis’ (1862, pp. 214-253). 


ANTHORNIS MELANURA (G. R. Gray, loc. cit. p. 218). 

“ Woney-Eater,” “ Mocking-bird,” “ Mocker,” &c., of the 
Colonists. Kohori-mako of the Natives. 

This species of Honey-eater constructs a neat cup-shaped 
nest of dry twigs and roots, generally lined with fine rootlets 
and grass; but examples from the neighbourhood of Welling- 
ton are invariably lined with white hair and feathers. It is 
usually placed among some thick mass of vines and bushes, or 
boughs clustered with the Creeping-fern (Lomaria filiformis), 
the dry fertile fronds of which are often used in the frame- 
work. The nests are from 24 to 3 inches in diameter, and 14 
inch deep. The eggs are three in number, 103 to 11 lines in 
length, by 8 to 83 lines in breadth. They are white or pinkish 
white, with irregular spots of pinkish salmon-colour crowded 
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together, and in some instances forming a zone at the larger 
end. 

The ‘‘ Mocker,” or “ Bell-bird ” as it is also sometimes called, 
is a pretty and lively species. It seems to have a great variety 
of notes, but yet no continued song. It imitates the Tui (Pros- 
themadera nove-zeelandia) and many other birds remarkably 
well. It has a great liking for honey from the flower of the 
flax-plant (Phormium tenax). Many specimens which I shot at 
Auckland had the whole of the forehead covered with the bright 
yellow pollen of these flowers. I found it also in great numbers 
luxuriating among the bright red clusters of the tall Metrosi- 
deros trees (M. hypericifolia). 

The “ Mocker” is frequently the foster-parent of the Long- 
tailed Cuckoo (Hupynamis TarTENsis, G. R. Gray, loc. cit. 
p-281). Of this latter bird, the eggs which Mr. Huntley sends 
—one from the nest of Anthornis melanura, and another from 
that of the Fan-tail Fly-catcher (Rhipidura flabellifera)—are of a 
pale yellowish salmon-colour, freckled indistinctly with marks of 
a deeper hue: they are 10 lines long by 74 lines broad. 


RHIPIDURA FLABELLIFERA (G. R. Gray, loc. cit. p. 225). 

Like its representative (R. albiscapa) in New South Wales, 
this species is equally lovely and interesting ; but so much has 
already been said upon the subject, that were I to enumerate all 
its varied and pleasing movements, which are such as cannot fail 
to strike the most commonplace observer, I should perhaps, 
after all, be only repeating what has before been described by 
others. Still, a few remarks on its nidification may not be amiss. 
I found the New Zealand bird commonly on all three islands at 
every port I visited; and several times succeeded in finding its 
nest—a neat, open, round structure, composed of grass, mosses, 
and very often small fragments of decayed wood, the whole 
firmly interwoven and covered with cobwebs. It is generally 
built on some horizontal forked twig, or upon the lower frond of 
a tree-fern. The height of the nest is from 24 to 3 inches, its 
diameter 14 inch to 2 inches, and depth 1 inch. It is lined 
either with fine grass, or the scales from the young fronds of the 
tree-fern. The bird breeds during October, November, and 
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December. The eggs, which are three or four in number, havea 
pure white or cream-coloured ground, with spots of light yellow- 
ish- and wood-brown, crowded together at the larger end, but 
scarcely forming a zone. In length they are 61, by 54 lines in 
breadth. 

Mr. Huntley forwarded mea nest of this species in December 
1862, which contained, in addition to four eggs of its proper 
owner, one of Hudynamis taitensis, as stated above. 


CREADION cARUNCULATUS (G. R. Gray, loc. cit. p. 227). 

Tieke of the natives. 

I found birds of this species by no means rare among the 
thickly-wooded ridges and gullies in the neighbourhood of 
Wellington ; and from the same locality I have frequently re- 
ceived its nests and eggs, kindly forwarded to me by Mr. 
Huntley. These nests are very bulky; in diameter 4 inches at 
the base, at the top 3inches, by 2 inches deep. They are open, 
composed of roots and small twigs, and are lined with the long 
scales from the base of the fronds of the tree-ferns. Although 
the exterior is rough enough, the inside is warm, and neatly 
finished. The usual site chosen for the nest is among densely- 
matted clusters of vines, and very frequently it is carefully 
hidden among the thick tufts of a coarse grass-like plant, which 
grows on, and hangs down in masses from, the forks of the 
larger trees. 

The eggs are three or four in number, having a white or light 
cream-coloured ground, with yellowish-brown and dark wood- 
brown spots, chiefly on the thicker end, besides some obsolete 
spots of faint lilac. In some the markings are equally dispersed 
over the whole surface ; in others they are crowded together, or 
form a zone. Many specimens are much pointed at both ends; 
others have the larger end very much rounded. They vary 
from 11 to 13 lines in length, and from 7 to 8} lines in 


breadth. 


Prarycercus auRicers (G. R. Gray, loc. cit. p. 229). 

This species is to be found in tolerable numbers both in the 
Middle and Northern Islands. In the neighbourhood of Auck- 
land I have repeatedly flushed it from among the long grass, 
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generally in pairs, or in small troops of four or five. It breeds 
during the months of November and December ; selecting some 
shallow spout of a tree or log, and laying there four or five 
oval white eggs, in length 11 to 12 lines, by 7 to 8 limes in 
breadth. These are very much pointed at both ends, and 
thickest in the middle. Some were forwarded to me taken at 
Wellington, in November 1862, from a very shallow spout, at the 
bottom of which was an old nest of the “ Totara” (Petreca 
longipes, G. R. Gray, loc. cit. p. 223). It was overhung by the 
long leaves of the grass-like plant before mentioned. 


XVI.—Ornithology of a Prairie-Journey, and Notes on the Birds 
of Arizona. By Exxiorr Cours, M.D., United States’ Army *. 


On the 28rd of April, 1864, I left Washington for the Rocky 
Mountains, being desirous of taking an ornithological tour 
through the West, and of spending some considerable time at 
Fort Whipple in studying our western birds in the field. After 
a long and exceedingly toilsome journey, devoid (as all journeys 
beyond the precincts of steam must be) of every “ creature com- 
fort,” but nevertheless exceedingly interesting and profitable to 
me in a scientific point of view, I arrived here in health and 
safety. From Washington I went to Fort Leavenworth by steam, 
thence to Santa Fé in New Mexico by mail-coach, and thence 
to this place on horseback, travelling with the military com- 
mand to which I was attached in my official capacity. This 
Fort is, in round numbers, about 400 miles south-west of Santa 
Fé; and throughout the whole of the journey—about 2500 miles 
—TI have kept always on the alert, and, especially in the latter 


* Mr. Sclater has favoured us with this communication, which we are very 
glad to receive, since little has hitherto been known of the ornithological 
features of the country through which the Author passed, or of that in which 
he is now residing. His observations there will doubtless throw much light 
on the distribution of the Nearctic Avifauna ; especially when taken in 
connexion with the information that has resulted from the labours of other 
workers in Mexico and in Central America. In our last Number we men- 
tioned (supra, p. 117) Dr. Coues’s departure for the new State of Arizona, 
almost in the middle of the North American Continent. 


